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AN INTERESTING COLONIAL DOCUMENT 



A while ago, on unearthing some papers of Colonel 
Robert Burton of Granville County, N. C, I ran across an 
old paper, mutilated and in part indecipherable, entitled 
"A General Meeting of the Freeholders of the County of 
Mecklenburg on the 29th day of July, 1774." So far as I 
can learn, this paper has not hitherto found its way into 
print. Accordingly I am submitting it for publication of 
the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography. 

Bancroft attributes the credit for inaugurating the 
system of intercolonial committees of correspondence to 
that "young statesman of brilliant genius," Dabney Carr. 
From the investigation of Dr. Eckenrode, it would seem 
that the "first intercolonial intelligence bureau" owed its 
inception to "the fertile brain of Richard Henry Lee."* 

After Dunmore, the governor of Virginia, dissolved the 
Assembly on May 25, 1774, the Burgesses "retired from the 
official state house to the Williamsburg tavern, where in 
that so-called Apollo room, dedicated to colonial mirth and 
revel," they decided to propose a general congress of the 
colonies. In particular the meeting issued a call for the 
election of delegates from the counties to a convention of 
the colony; and this convention was set to meet at Will- 
iamsburg on August 1, 1774. 

The object of the meeting at Williamsburg was to con- 
sider further the state of public affairs and, more particu- 
larly, to appoint deputies to the general congress, which 
was to be convened at Philadelphia on the 5th of Septem- 
ber following. 

The first of these committees, it appears, were formed in 
the Virginia towns in May and June, 1774.f 

*H. J. Eckenrode: The Revolution in Virginia. 33. 
^Magazine of History (1906) 3,153. 
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"Dunmore (afterward Shenandoah) County also elected 
a committee on June 16, 1774, and Fairfax on June 18, at a 
meeting over which George Washington presided."** 

Other counties followed, but a number of them did not 
elect committees; and some, notably Mecklenburg, did not 
even choose representatives in time. But, as the paper 
printed below evidences, the Mecklenburg meeting never- 
theless expressed in formal declaration their sentiments 
upon the grave matters then at issue. 

Before printing the papers, a word upon Robert Burton 
may be in order. He was born in Mecklenburg County, 
Virginia, in 1747; and settled in Granville County, North 
Carolina, about 1775. He was married to Agatha, only 
daughter of Judge John Williams and Agnes Bullock, the 
widow of Lord Keiling, on October 12, 1775.$ Through 
this connection, he became interested in the Transylvania 
Land Company and made a hazardous trip to Boones- 
borough and return (1775-6), to visit the rich Kentucky 
lands recently purchased fro mthe Cherokee tribe of In- 
dians through the agency of Colonel Richard Henderson, 
president of the Transylvania Land Company. In 1785, he 
was elected a delegate to the Continental Congress ; but did 
not report at Philadelphia until May 22, 1787. In recogni- 
tion of the fact that John Paul Jones derived his appoint- 
ment in the American navy from North Carolina, Burton 
in 1789 presented to the State of North Carolina a replica of 
Houdon's bust of Jones. In 1801, Robert Burton was one 
of the Commissioners from N. C. to settle the long-disputed 
boundary between North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia. He died in 1825. 

Below follows an exact transcript of the document found 
among the papers of Colonel Robert Burton. I am here- 
with presenting the original to the Virginia Historical 
Society. ARCHIBALD HENDERSON. 

University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 
September 22, 1919. 

"Eckenrode, ibid, 34. } Marriage find at Oxford, N. C. 
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A GENERAL MEETING OF THE FREEHOLDERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF MECKLENBURG ON 

THE 29th DAY OF JULY, 1774. 

ROBERT MUNFORD, MODERATOR. 

Whereas by the Delay of the Writ of Election for this 
County, we are prevented from choosing Representatives, 
in time, in whom we may confide, to express our senti- 
ments, upon the important matters Recommended to the 
members of the late house of Burgesses by some of the 
Northern Colonies, the Consideration of which is Refer'd 
to the first day of August next. 

Nevertheless we deem it expedient to Transmit our 
Opinions to the said meeting, lest we should be supposed 
Inattentive to the common cause of America at this Alarm- 
ing Crisis. 

We therefore unanimously declare — 

That we entertain the most Cordial Affection to his 
Majesty's Person and that nothing, on our parts, shall ever 
impede our duty to our King, or conduce to violate the 
sacred Bonds of Amity and Allegiance condition'd 
between us. — 

That as our King and Father we look up to him with 
Reverential awe and Filial Piety, not imputing to him the 
evils we feel but Imploring the Assistance of his Royal 
Person on our behalf. — 

That in Return for our Loyalty and firm Allegiance, we 
are Intitled to his Majesties Protection, whenever our 
Civil Rights, as British Subjects, are Invaded. — 

That the congeniality of our constitutional principles, 
with those of Great Britain, long [un?] interrupted usage, 
the Faith of Kings, natural Justice and [mutilated] Right, 
have confirm'd to us our civil liberties [words indecipher- 
able]. 

That the King at the head of his American Assemblies, 
constitutes a supremo Legislature in the Respective Colo- 
nies. — 
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That to admit a supreme Legislative power in the Brit- 
ish parliament over the Colonies is giving the Crown a 
double Influence, and enlarging the limited Rights of the 
Prerogative, in a manner dangerous to American Liberty. 

That the Right of Taxation is an Appendage to Free- 
dom, and that no Power on Earth can justly deprive us 
(of) our property, without our consent. — 

That the right of granting aids to our sovereign, for the 
Exigencies of Government, or the support of the Crown, in 
measure and manner best suited to our state and Circum- 
stances, is constitutionally vested in the people of this 
Country. — 

That we will contend for this inestimable privilege, at 
the Hazard of our Lives and Fortunes, it being our best 
security against the Alienation of the Royal Favor, a 
Privilege that may disarm Tyranny itself and draw the 
smiles of sovereignty upon us. — 

We will therefore most cheerfully concur in every Justi- 
fiable Measure to Procure a Repeal of all such acts of the 
British parliament, as either Express or imply the parlia- 
ment's Right to Tax America. — 

We sympathise with our Distressed fellow subjects in 
the Town of Boston, who by the late Act of the British 
parliament, are cutt off from the common benefits of Hum- 
anity ; we wish to administer to their Relief, and will readi- 
ly adopt every measure productive of this end, that may be 
consistent with our duty to our King, and warranted by 
those moral Obligations, that should ever subsist among 
Mankind. Virtue forbids, 'tho Policy may licence, a vio- 
lation of that Faith we Owe to our King and to his People. 

End. 



